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The emancipation of women has been a long and trying process stretching
over many hundreds of years and this ’herstory’ is dotted with those who
have made their statements and in many instances been penalised for
making these statements with their lives.

We all have our own stories of the personal battles and prejudices we have
faced when we have purposely taken the decision to break out of the
"kitchen". In more recent times, the press has been littered with stories of
woman who have successfully entered previously male only domains.

What is not heralded to the levels that it should be are the roles women
continue to play in areas such as agriculture and rural communities.
Through my close involvement with rural women, I am continually amazed by
their stories that are now being heard, acknowledged and celebrated
particularly in the past decade.

There have been several organisations considered to be the acceptable
bastions for women in the bush and all have done a marvellous job in
providing us with a forum. These organisations have put down the building
blocks and foundations for other women’s groups to build upon and to carry
our voice strongly into the new millennium. The rural women’s movement
now comprises newly created and established groups that have come about
because of our own valuing of diversity of our interests, skills and talents.  
As rural, remote and regional women, we continue to seek to create new
opportunities and forums in which to exercise our public voice, our
considerable talents and our growing political clout.

You only have to listen to country radio, watch rural television networks or
read the local newspaper to see how far we have come and how influential
we are now.

Being female and being rural could well become the vehicle that will ensure
the bush thrives and prospers and our growing voice is heard with greater
clarity in what is often a city centric world.

On behalf of the Reference Group, I hope that you enjoy reading your
Commemorative Edition of RRR Network News, and I encourage you to
consider nominating yourself for the RRR Reference Group and join this
innovative group of women.  

Yours in RRR

Rosa
Rosa Lincoln, Chair
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RRR 10 YEARS ON

My vision started about the winter of
1994 and a submission for the
support of the WA Rural Women’s
network was sent to the then
Deputy Premier Hendy Cowan.
What followed was a state of
endurance and I did not let up with
constant phone calls to the
Minister’s advisors to keep the
project alive and moving forward.

I looked for support from the then
Department of Commerce and
Trade and the Department of
Agriculture. On reflection I wonder
whether I should have just targeted
one department as it was an extra
challenge in seeking approval and
support from two ministers. 
As agriculture encompasses the
majority of the land in WA I could
have taken that path, but my sight
was set to include all women in the
state to be part of the network.

It wasn’t until December 1995 that
the Minister finally signed off on the
project.

The Network was a two year Pilot
Project and we had to prove we
could produce a professional quality
newsletter, and provide an
increasing membership to show that
the project was worth continued
investment.

At the launch of RRR and the first
meeting of the Reference Group, 
I was probably the only one on that
day who knew what the network
was going to provide as there were
varying levels of understanding.
There were 12 women and one man
on the first Reference Group and
they came from all parts of WA
across all ages, backgrounds and
skills and this still applies today. 
I was pleased we had members 
who were not representing an
organisation; they were there
because they wanted to be and
believed that is was worth being
involved.

I could ‘see’ the magazine although
then we called it a newsletter. 
I realized that until we had a
publication out there, there was still
a lot of work to be done. Initially 
I called it the rural women’s network
but this was soon changed to the
rural, remote and regional women’s
network as many of the reference
group members could not associate
with the word rural, deemed to be a
southerner’s name that the women
from the north of the state did not
associate with.

There was also the call for an
indigenous representative to be part
of the reference group. Finding a
member of the indigenous
community has always been a
challenge as many women who have
been approached have said that it
was a big responsibility for one
person to represent so many women.

At that first meeting it was also
decided to have our first edition
printed and posted by November.
We all like a deadline but that

seemed an unreal possibility. RRR
didn’t have one name on the data
base for the mailing list and not one
story on file, but the first edition
made it just before Christmas 1996.

Kate Daniels, the Network’s first
coordinator, had just started on the
job the day of the launch and she
shared the same enthusiasm. 
I remember that Dowerin Field Day
was only weeks away and a ‘flyer’ to
promote the network was put
together, and it was the initial way
that we went out to try and muster
up a data base of subscribers to
receive this new magazine. The
response was another indication
that gave me confidence that we
were on track, as the replies from
that initial hand out came from all
over the state. Wonderful women
photocopied the flyer and it just was
sent on and on and on. Thanks to
all of you.

RRR 10 Years On

MARG AGNEW

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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The Network News has stood the test of time and continues to be the magazine of choice
for rural, remote and regional women of Western Australia. Looking back on the launch of
the RRR Network 10 years ago on the 12 August 1996 brings back colourful memories of
that momentous occasion.

“...my sight was set to include
all women in the state to be

part of the network.”

Marg Agnew

Inaugural Chairperson 1996 – 1998

Reference Group member 1998 – 2001
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RRR 10 YEARS ON

How privileged I feel to have been
involved with this amazing project
since its inception.

As Chair I was involved with editions
7 to 18 of Network News. Edition 8
saw the first full color photo cover – 

with the magnificent wildflowers and
the daggy dress (sorry Louise!). This
edition also saw thecommencement
of one of my favourite parts of the
magazine; reader’s photos on the
back cover.

The full headshot of a jillaroo in
edition 9 remains for me, the most
memorable cover in 10 years of
print. Edition 15 saw the sensational
cover – Belly dancing in
Broome…..we all wanted to be
there, but could we also be as bold
as bras?

In November 1999 after a
phenomenal amount of work by
Margaret Puls and Ann Jones, we
launched the website. We were now
New Age! When Hendy went Online, 

The RRR Network has played an
important part in my life for a
number of years. I would read every
edition, whilst based on the family
station, some hundreds of kilometres
from the nearest town, all the while
knowing I was a part of something
unique and special.

As a Reference Group member I was
a part of the team who saw the
colour editions and RRR website
become reality as well as the online
forums as Liz has mentioned. 
We also tried incredibly hard to
have a chat forum running on a
Sunday afternoon, with Sue
McCreery being one of the most
passionate advocates for this.The
most appealing factor of the Network

News has been its ability to feature
everyday women doing extraordinary
things. It has told us of the journeys
and passions of women which
without Network News and RRR
may have remained unrecognised.
In nearly every edition I am sure we
all know someone featured, and this
helps to break down the barriers of
distance and help create a sense of
community.

When flicking back through old
editions of Network News I was
pleased to relive many happy times
with RRR (not to mention looking so
much younger!) My favourite story is
the one written in Edition 24 by
Robin Pensini of Cheela Plains
station in the Pilbara. It told of her
journey from the heart of Texas to the
West Australian outback – and to me,
epitomizes what RRR is all about.

I sincerely hope that RRR continues
to be about rural, remote and
regional women in Western Australia
and how valuable we are to our
communities, and recognizes the
input we have put in for so many
areas.

It goes without saying that the
utmost respect must be paid to
Marg Agnew for persevering with
her vision of RRR. I hope Marg
continues to follow the journey of
RRR with pride; and for those of us
who have played a hands on role in
developing the Network, and those
others who do so in the future, will
continue Marg’s vision to ensure the
future of the Network remains
relevant to its audience.

LIZ GUIDERA

Liz Guidera

Inaugural Reference Group Member 1996-98

Chair 1998-2001

GERALDTON

Cathy Broad

RRR Reference Group member 1999 – 2000

Chair 2001 -2003

CATHY BROAD

KATANNING

The most appealing factor of the Network News
has been its ability to feature everyday women
doing extraordinary things.
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I was at home in my tracky dacks
asking the Deputy Premier
questions and marveling at the
advantages of technology!

2001 saw a change of Government
and we had to answer to the
challenges of being questioned about
every facet of the RRR Network (we
are even mentioned in Hansard).
Lynley Jenkins capably took up the
coordinator’s reins, and we became
more accountable with a new duty
statement for Reference Group
members. I constantly met with
Ministers and new Representatives
because it was essential that we
reassure the new Government that
our Network was non party political,
professional, passionate and
extremely good value.

Partnering the WARM Winter
Gathering in 2001 was a strong step
forward for the RRR Network.

Some of the personal highlights for
me included attending Deputy
Prime Minister John Anderson’s
Round Table in Canberra, judging
the three RIRDC Rural Women’s
awards, and connecting with unique
women all over Australia.

I recall Marg Agnew telling the
Reference Group about attending a
meeting, something agricultural,
when one guy loudly asked Marg 
“oh are you the token tart?” In Local
Government similar comments
abound, my favourites; “What do
women know about roads?” and 
“It’s good to have ladies on Council

as long as you don’t have more than
half.” Let’s hope those comments are
not so commonplace 10 years on.

There are so many wonderful stories
to be told and acquiring of
knowledge is a never-ending
process, therefore I see the RRR
Network continuing to be the thinking
rural, remote and regional women’s
instrument of communication
between people in WA.

Congratulations to all the thousands
of RRR women who have
contributed to this extraordinary 10
year journey….and thank you to
Marg Agnew for her vision and her
passion.

I remember reading my first edition of
the Network News in 1996 with
excitement. Finally there was a
magazine for rural and remote women
written by rural and remote women.

In 2002 I joined the Reference
Group, becoming Chair in 2004.
Over this time, I realised RRR was
more than a magazine. We also had
the internet that we could use to
‘talk’ to one another. I remember a
lady on a station who asked the
RRR Email Group for help in an
issue she was dealing with alone.
Suddenly women throughout the
State were at her side (over the
internet) offering their experiences
and help. This is the Network –

women telling their stories and in
doing so inspiring and helping other
women throughout WA.

Whilst as Chair, I oversaw a new
look Network News and Website.
These are tools the RRR Network
has to reach women throughout
Western Australia. In the future 
I hope we continue to use them and
be a part of their development.

The highlight of my time as Chair
were the many wonderful women 
I met who had incredible lives and
played important roles in their
families, businesses and
communities. One such lady was
Joan Major, who wrote the lovely
book ‘Curlews in the Moonlight.’
Joan, symbolises rural women, who
despite adversity, get on with life
and more than just this, they do so
with a great sense of humour not
letting problems get them down and
succeeding in their ambitions.

I was fortunate to have been part of
some exciting events that gave
women throughout rural and remote
WA the opportunity to discuss
issues important to them. None
more so than when, women
throughout the state spoke to Sex
Discrimination Commissioner, 
Pru Goward, both face to face and
over the internet. These were
women from all walks of life talking
about issues of importance to them.

Finally I wish to thank Marg Agnew
for her determination in seeing her
dream become a reality. 
I congratulate the Rural, Regional
and Remote Women’s Network on
reaching ten years and all the
achievements it has accomplished
over this time and wish it well for
the future which I envisage will be
strong, as women will always want
to tell their own stories and read
about other women’s experiences.

NICOLE (NIKKI) EGGINTON
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Nicole (Nikki) Egginton

Reference Group member 2002-2005

Chair 2003-2005

QUAIRADING



ACROSS MY DESK

RRR Network News

Network News is published quarterly by the RRR
Network to share stories and photographs from
and about women living in rural, remote and
regional Western Australia.

The RRR Network was established in1996 to
bring together women in rural, remote and
regional Western Australia to recognise, promote
and expand the contribution they make to their
communities. The Network is a joint project of
the State Government’s Department of
Agriculture and Food and Department of Local
Government and Regional Development.

Circulation for this edition is 9,000. The
magazine is distributed free to regional
subscribers throughout Western Australia and
organisations in Australia and overseas.

Editorial material in RRR Network News is
copyright and may not be reproduced without
permission from the Editor. Views expressed in
Network News are not necessarily those of the
RRR Network.

DISCLAIMER: Inclusion of an advertisement or
sponsor’s symbol in the RRR Network
publications does not imply endorsement of the
product or sponsor by the RRR Network and the
Department of Agriculture and Food and the
Department of Local Government and Regional
Development.

RRR NETWORK COORDINATOR/EDITOR
Christine Thompson

RRR NETWORK OFFICE
RRR Network News
Wagin Community Agriculture Centre
PO Box 311
Wagin WA 6315
Tel (08) 9861 2022
Mob. 0427 986 351
Fax (08) 9861 2125
Email: cthompson@agric.wa.gov.au
Internet – www.rrr.wa.gov.au

REGIONAL EDITORIAL COMMITEE
Rosa Lincoln, Raelene Hall, Adrianne Yzerman,
Donna Fahie

RURAL, REMOTE AND REGIONAL WOMEN’S
NETWORK REFERENCE GROUP
Rosa Lincoln (Chair) – Wendy Newman –
Michele Pucci – Raelene Hall – Gemma Rafferty
– Adrianne Yzerman – Toni Hoyle – Donna Fahie
– Kath Menck – Brenda Tilbrook – Gillian Sellar –
Prue Jenkins – Millie Ferguson – Eliza Thomas –
Sabrina Dowling Giudici

GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Fiona Colbeck

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
Bruce Thorpe

DESIGN
Linkletters

PRINTING
Quality Press

NEXT EDITION
Deadline for copy for Summer edition of RRR
Network News is 31 October 2006. The next
edition is due at the beginning of December 2006.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE
See subscription form on the back page or
contact RRR Network office.

ISSN 1445-7210

COVER PHOTO: 10 Years of Network News 
Front Covers

Dry Season Information for Landholders
Farmers' approaches to adverse seasonal
conditions whether they be frost, flood or low
rainfall should be to acquire as much
information as possible on the immediate
agronomic and financial situations and make a
judgement on the longer term implications for
the following seasons. Once the information has
been acquired, in consultation with advisers, 
it is necessary to construct and implement
agronomic and business strategies to deal with
individual situations. 

Regular seasonal conditions updates and
information support directories are also
available at www.agric.wa.gov.au

Pilbara Women in Focus 
The Pilbara Development Commission is
hosting the Pilbara Women in Focus
Conference in Port Hedland on 21/22
September 2006.  The Conference is aimed at
encouraging women in the Pilbara to identify
and take advantage of the many opportunities
available to them to further develop their personal
and/or professional capacity, particularly the
opportunities that may present during the
current expansion of the resources sector. 

Highly regarded speakers include the federal
Commissioner for Sex Discrimination and
Commissioner Responsible for Age
Discrimination, Ms Pru Goward, WA Children's
Court Magistrate Dr Sue Gordon, Minister for
Planning and Infrastructure, the Hon Alannah
MacTiernan MLA, the US Consul General in
Perth, Mrs Robin McClellan and the former
Director of the WA Women's Policy Unit, Ms
Maria Osman.  

Our Panel speakers include Ms Jenny Rogers
from ABN Amro, Ms Paddi Creevy, Mayor City
of Mandurah and Ms Ningali Lawford,
Indigenous Actor. The Conference includes a
series of workshops on topics such as
leadership, small business, change
management, career development and diversity,
women in local government, work/life balance
and financial fitness by facilitators who have
considerable expertise and knowledge in their
respective fields. 

Go to www.pdc.wa.gov.au or Denise on  
08 9173 8400 
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Across My Desk
We are proud to bring you our commemorative edition
Network News to celebrate the last 10 years of telling
women’s stories and news from throughout regional WA.
In this edition, we have taken a reflective look at the
achievements of the RRR Network through the eyes of the
five women who have chaired the RRR Reference Group

over the last 10 years, Marg Agnew, Liz Guidera, Cathy Broad, Nikki Egginton and
Rosa Lincoln. I thank them for their significant contribution to the RRR Network over
the years which will ensure that the RRR Network will continue to grow and develop
to meet the needs of women in rural, regional and remote WA.

A special thank you to the Regional Editorial Committee, Rosa Lincoln, Raelene
Hall, Adrianne Yzerman and Donna Fahie, who put time and effort into sourcing
wonderful follow up stories for our series of ‘Where are they now?’. I know you will
enjoy catching up with some of the women featured in the magazine over the last
10 years.

To celebrate such a momentous achievement, we have produced a DVD “Images of
RRR – 10 Years On”. Over the next few months, RRR will host gatherings
throughout the state where we will show the DVD. I hope that you will be able to
come and celebrate with us when there is an event near you. The DVD is available
for sale and can be purchased for $10. If you would like a copy please contact
Carmen Smith at the Department of Agriculture and Food in Katanning on 
08 9821 3333 or carsmith@agric.wa.gov.au.

Nominations for the 2007 RIRDC Rural Women’s Award are now open and close on
15 October 2006 so nominate yourself or a friend.

Don’t forget we are always looking for letters, stories and poems from rural women
so grab that pen now! Please send to cthompson@agric.wa.gov.au.

Christine Thompson
Editor/Coordinator 

Items of Interest



Rural Remote and Regional Women’s Network (RRR Network) of Western Australia

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 
RRR REFERENCE GROUP MEMBERS

NETWORK NEWS SPRING 06 7

RRR 10 YEARS ON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Kate also found while going through
the budget details that there was a
short fall by many many dollars.
Already! and we were only weeks
into the project. We did try
unsuccessfully to seek sponsorship
from big business in town and I was
disappointed with the negative
response as I thought I told a very
convincing plausible story.

But in the real world I still believe
that the RRR Network is one 
social responsibility that all sides 
of government can commit to
financially.

It wasn’t until a year later that the
Network finally decided on its very
distinct logo. Curtin University
School of Design students were
asked to create our logo and Joanna
Lamb designed that very familiar
boab tree logo. It represents many
things to many people. It has a
feminine shape with outstretched
arms, it could be a river with
tributaries like those in the north, a
tree with a network of branches or
patchwork shapes that many rural
women work with.

By the third edition the newsletter
had grown, from 16 pages for our
first edition, 20 for our second
edition to the now standard of 24
pages, and it was about then that
we started calling it a magazine.
Within a year there were 1200
individual names on the mailing list,
a print run of 6,000 copies and it
was mailed to 735 agencies.

The Network felt it could provide
another avenue of information
through the internet and the ideas
for a Web page were now being
discussed at meetings. It was about
this time that I felt my term as Chair
was drawing to a close, but I was
able to still stay involved by being a
member of the Reference Group. I
was relieved to hand over to Liz
Guidera who had been on the team
from the beginning and Liz bought
enthusiasm, new ideas and she
shared the same commitment and
passion that I had.

10 years on and I still look forward
every quarter to receiving my copies
of the Network News. With a very
hectic life style, the time I spend
reading all those wonderful inspiring

stories from women across this state
I enjoy a sense of calm,
connectedness and pride that RRR
women also are participating in
reading and writing for the
magazine. I believe that the
magazine is still relevant and very
much needed today as it was 10
years ago. There is the need for us
all to come together and share the
patchwork of life and there are many
many editions to be read ahead.

Congratulations to all the women
and men who have been members
of the Reference Group over the
years, to all the Coordinators who
have continued to produce a
colourful, informative and
professional publication. To all those
who have contributed in whatever
way to the magazine and to all of
you who are loyal subscribers and
readers of the RRR Network News.
Lastly my thanks to the successive
government departments who have
shown the wisdom to continue
funding the RRR network, without
your financial support and faith we
would not be able to celebrate this
achievement. Happy 10th Birthday.

We are seeking nominations for
members from RRR women with
interests and good network contacts

in the areas of health, education, small business,
agribusiness, local government, indigenous affairs,
multicultural affairs and across all ages and regions.

The Reference Group meets twice a year in Perth to
review activities of the Network and to develop future
strategies to achieve the Network’s charter and goals.
Teleconference meetings will be held during the year.

The group comprises women from diverse backgrounds,
skills and geographical areas and industry sectors. The
diversity is vital to ensure RRR Network is in touch with
developments across the regional communities.

Reference Group members take on the responsibility of
promoting the RRR Network at rural and regional events
throughout Western Australia.

Members of the Reference Group will be appointed by
two Ministers, the Hon. Kim Chance MLC, Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and The Hon. Jon
Ford MLC, Minister for Local Government and Regional
Development, for a two year term from 1 January 2007.

Reference Group members are eligible for sitting fees
and travel reimbursements.

Nomination forms from our website at www.rrr.wa.gov.au.

For more information, please contact the Executive
Officer Christine Thompson on (08) 9861 2022 or
cthompson@agric.wa.gov.au.

Nominations close 15 October 2006



When Kathy Finlayson won the ABC Rural Woman
of the Year Award in 1996 she certainly didn’t see
it as the pinnacle of her achievements, as testified
by what Kathy has packed into her life since then.

When I contacted Kathy to do a follow up for the
10th anniversary of RRR Network News I found
her at Onslow, not holidaying as I first thought but
filling in as Director of Nursing at the Onslow

District Hospital for a few months. ‘They couldn’t
get anyone who wanted to come up here so they
asked me,’ Kathy casually told me, ‘so I came for
a couple of weeks in February, then they asked
me to come back.’

At the time of her 1996 award Kathy was still living on
Jeedamya, a pastoral property between Leonora and
Menzies, was Shire President of the Menzies Shire (a
position she held until 2005), and on the Board of the
Goldfields Esperance Development Commission among
other things.

In 2000 Kathy and husband John sold the station and
moved to Kalgoorlie. As a person totally passionate about
regional development, health and education, Kathy threw
herself heart and soul into her role on the Development
Commission, and served as it’s Chair from 1996 to 2003

Kathy’s dedication to the rural areas she loved was
rewarded again in 2000 when she was awarded the WA
Citizen of the Year Governor’s Award for Regional
Development. She has also become involved with the
Curtin University Campus in Kalgoorlie and sits as the
Chair of the Board.

In 2005 John and Kathy sold their home in Kalgoorlie to
move to the city, a concept Kathy struggles with. ‘I’m not a
city person at all,’ she said, ‘my heart will always be in the
bush.’ Between her two stints at Onslow this year Kathy
and John swagged it around Australia for seven weeks.

LEADERSHIP
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KALGOORLIE

COVER OF NETWORK
NEWS EDITION 1

KATHY FINLAYSON IN 1996

Kathy threw herself heart
and soul into her role on the
Development Commission...

You Can’t Keep A Good Woman Down
By Raelene Hall

Edition 1 Summer 96-97

In the first edition of Network News, RRR featured an interview with Kathy Finlayson from Jeedamya
Station who had recently been announced the ABC’s Rural Woman of the Year for Western Australia.
Raelene Hall contacted Kathy to do a follow up for the 10th Anniversary of RRR Network.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

A Demanding
Job
By Donna Fahie

Edition 9 Spring 1999

In 1999 RRR news published an
article on Joanne Trezona “From
Cleaner to CEO”. Joanne spoke
about what it was like to one of the
few female CEO’s in local
government and shared her journey
from starting as a cleaner at the
local council to the CEO of
Tambellup Shire. Donna Fahie
caught up with Joanne Trezona
seven years later to see where her
journey has taken her.

Joanne’s career has gone from strength to strength since we
last spoke to her. She is still working as the CEO at
Tambellup Shire but has added another string to her bow
and is also the CEO of Broomehill. “I was offered the
opportunity to CEO the Shire of Broomehill when the existing
CEO retired. I could have said no, that’s too hard but I took
up the challenge and enjoy it immensely. I have been at
both shires since 1st January 2006.”

Joanne splits her time 50/50 between the two shires. There
are times when this doesn’t work and more time is spent in
one shire than the other according to what is needed. The
council accepts that as part of joint resource sharing. The
arrangement is an example of councils working together and
sharing resources rather than looking at major restructures
where staff may possibly lose jobs.

Unfortunately, Joanne is still only one of a handful of female
CEO’s across WA. ‘I am not sure why that is the case,
perhaps some women are not keen or don’t aspire to do this
type of work,’ said Joanne. ‘It is a demanding job.’

Joanne is hoping that the new
‘Recruiting Women into Local

Government’ policy might make a
difference in this area.

Local government is recognising the important role women
play in the local government sector and their under
representation, particularly in management and decision
making positions. There are now several programs available
which aim to encourage and assist women to seek
employment and progress their careers in the WA local
government sector.

More information on these programs can be accessed on the
following website://www.dlgrd.wa.gov.au/localGovt/Careers/. In
the mean time, we wish Joanne all the best in her new role.

The Price
We Pay
By Raelene Hall

Edition 21 Spring 2002

RRR featured Josie Farrer’s
story in two editions over the
past ten years and we
thought it was fitting to follow
up on a lady who has given
so much to local government
and her own community.

After sixteen years as a
Councillor and 7 years as
Shire President of Hall’s
Creek, Josie Farrer is almost
ready for her next challenge.

It has taken Josie the past eighteen months to realise
just how much time, dedication and commitment her
role as a Shire Councillor had taken.

‘Local Government is a full time job on its own,’ Josie
told me. ‘You don’t have any time for yourself and you
don’t even realise it until you stop and look back.’ Josie
feels that she really lost touch with her family to a certain
extent during this period.

‘I’ve spent the past year and a
half doing a lot of soul

searching and reflecting.’
The tragic suicide of her grandson in recent times has
caused Josie to take a long hard look at her priorities in
life. She feels women play such an important role in
families and she feels that perhaps she let her own
family down by not being there for them when needed.
‘Like everyone I feel that this shouldn’t have happened to
my family and I ask myself what I could have done to
prevent this.’

The loss of her grandson has made Josie realise how little
is available to those who are left seeking answers following
a suicide by a family member. ‘We need more funding
and information to combat youth suicide,’ she said.

Josie sees her role in the future as looking out for the
youth of the town and surrounding areas. ‘We make all
these assumptions about what kids want, but we never
actually ask them what it is they want. We really need to
try and get back to some sort of family unit.’

Whilst Josie was awarded the Distinguished Service
Award from the WA Local Government Association after
her years of service I get the feeling she’d give it back
tomorrow if it meant she could have her grandson back.

TAMBELLUPHALLS CREEK



LEADERSHIP

Beagle Bay Dreaming
By Christine Thompson
Edition 4 Summer 1997

Kerrianne Cox - 
Internationally renowned Singer/Songwriter,
Leader and Catalyst for Change

Since RRR Network News featured Kerrianne in its fourth
edition in the summer of 1997 with the caption "Bigger
Things Ahead", she has established herself firmly on the
international performing arts and human rights stage. In
2003, Kerrianne was awarded the Centenary Medal by the
Australian government for service to her country. In 2005,
she was highly commended by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) for her work in
protecting and promoting human rights in Australia and in
the same year was also named National NAIDOC Artist of
the Year. This year Kerrianne launched her third CD –
Return to Country – which has already been hailed as a
"landmark Australian album" (Rick O’Neill, Turtle Rock).

Kerrianne Cox grew up in the remote north west Kimberley
community of Beagle Bay with a hand made guitar, 
a mighty voice and a ton of ambition proud of her origin
and birthright.  She also had a determination to learn as
much as she could about the ‘big, wide and white world’
and eventually return home to her community to lead the
way forward to a better way of life for her people.

Kerrianne’s accomplishments are vast and inspirational –
she has toured extensively in the United States, Canada,
South Africa and Australia and received numerous awards
and accolades for her art-making.  Perhaps Kerrianne’s
greatest achievement came in 2004 when she was
elected the leader of Beagle Bay Aboriginal Community –
a profound feat for a young woman not yet 30 years old. 

‘After ten years away from home, I was
ready to return and stay put,’ said

Kerriannne. ‘When I became the elected
leader of the Beagle Bay Community, 

I promised my people that I would give
my all to the community. I was born in a
lean-to hut on a Reserve and I’m only 
31 years old. I’m not bitter. I’m ever so

proud of my origin and birthright.’ 
Kerrianne knew that it would involve sacrifices. She had
toured the world with her music and sung her signature
tune Beagle Bay Dreaming to audiences from New York
and Durban to Hobart and New Caledonia spending
many days and nights homesick for Beagle Bay.

When she came home to Beagle Bay to spend some
precious final days with her Aunty Lizzie Cox before she
passed away at 43 years, Kerrianne knew the page had
turned and there was no looking back.  She was back in
her community with a big job in front of her.

KERRIANNE COX

KERRIANNE PERFORMING IN SOUTH AFRICA

BEAGLE BAY
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LEADERSHIP

For Kerrianne, being a leader involves taking risks. 

‘I could have turned a blind eye to the legacy of the past -
chronic maladministration and self-interest, under-
resourcing by successive governments, internal
oppression and a sense of defeatism – which has
become the stereotype of a typical Aboriginal community.
Not enough funding, people divided into the 'haves' and
'have nots', a hot bed of poverty, depression and anti-
social behaviour, with a strong dose of infighting thrown
in to complete the sorry picture of low quality of life.’

Kerrianne wanted to be a worthy leader. Someone who
actually did something and didn't just claim power for the
sake of sitting fees, access to information, control of the
resources and more of the same bad habits that every
single community person knows about but is sometimes
afraid to challenge for fear of being victimised.

’In Beagle Bay we have made it our business to fix up
the deep-seated problems that have held up our
progress. We must do it for our people, for one another
and for the sake of life,’ Kerrianne said. 

‘In 2005, I was filled with sadness at the loss of one of
my tiddas (sisters). At 26 years old with a beautiful son
and the world at her feet, my tidda chose to end her life.
She has now come home to rest beside Aunty Lizzie in
our home - Beagle Bay. We must ask ourselves what we
can do to make living the safest option and to end the
spiral into despair.’

For Kerrianne, leadership is a strategic process, not a
‘wish and a hope’.  

"My people are entitled to a plan of action. My first
initiative as the leader of Beagle Bay was to open the door
to the Australian Government. I said ‘let's agree on what
matters to both of us and see what we can do together.’ 

An initial breakthrough
came from Senator
Amanda Vanstone and her
team in Indigenous Affairs.
This showed Kerrianne that
the Australian
Government’s heart was in
a real journey of
commitment for the
Aboriginal people. This was
a vital start. 

The next stage involved
getting state and federal
government agencies to
listen and work together in

the face of many competing voices and opinions, bad
habits all round and deep internal conflict. This was
frustrating and brought mixed results. 

At this time, Kerrianne had to dig deep and map a way
for the community through the dense jungle of
bureaucracy and confusion on the ground.

’I kept my word with the Australian Government. 
I maintained clean and ethical leadership. I offered my
commitment to a formal partnership with government. 
I kept everyone informed about my frustrations, my
hopes, my dreams and my optimism about a prosperous
future for Beagle Bay.’

Kerrianne believes that it
was clear to everyone that
she wasn't going to stop
until she had evidence
from government that it
was going to do something
real and lasting in Beagle
Bay that would get rid of
the entrenched problems
and free the community to
grow. As she says, "I also
took no prisoners with my
own people – I told them to
‘get real, take responsibility
and stop making excuses.’ 

By October 2005 - a year after her election as the
Chairperson - the Australian and WA governments had
signed off on a comprehensive strategy for Beagle Bay.

Kerrianne says that there are many sacrifices a leader
must make.

‘It’s a complex process when you take on systemic
change. It challenges vested interests and not everyone
agrees,’ reflects Kerrianne.  ‘There’ve been some very low
moments which I’ve faced and moved through with the
support and genuine love and respect of others and my
own faith in myself and what I’m doing on a daily basis.’

Kerrianne has a deep sense of pride in the collective
achievements of individuals, families and citizens of
Beagle Bay. 

‘We took a stand and our reward is a better community.
I’m a part of a quiet (and sometimes noisy) revolution,’
she says.  ‘My greatest mentor is my grandfather, Lulu
Paul Cox.  He has been the giant on whose shoulders we
have all moved through the world.’

With the support of her grandfather, Kerrianne has been
able to bring back long lost ceremonies and events
which celebrate her community’s cultural origins and
healing.  For the past two years, the Beagle Bay
community has held the Gnujurung Festival, a meeting
of three tribes which had not been done for 53 years.   

Music is a very important part of Kerrianne’s life and
both she and Lulu are the ‘songkeepers’ in their
community. Kerrianne knows that through her music,
she will continue the healing process and make a
difference to people’s lives.

For more information go to – www.kerriannecox.com 
and www.dreamingplace.com.au.

KERRIANNE ACCEPTING THE
NAIDOC AWARD 2005

KERRIANNE AT BROOME
FESTIVAL 1997



IMAGES OF RRR

WA DISPLAY - RURAL
WOMEN'S FORUM CANBERRA
MARCH 1997 DISPLAYING
THE RRR NETWORK

AT THE RRR ONLINE FORUM WITH PRU GOWARD,
FEDERAL SEX DISCRIMINATION COMMISSIONER,
CONDUCTED AT THE WYALKATCHEM TELECENTRE IN 
MAY 2004 WERE SUSAN ANDERSON AND SON LOCHLAN,
NIKKI EGGINTON (RRR CHAIR) WITH GUEST SPEAKER
PRU GOWARD.

PRANIK HEALING AND MEDITATION WERE SUBJECTS OF RRR

ONLINE CHATS IN SEPTEMBER 2000. PICTURED AFTER THE

CHAT WERE LYNDELL JOBSON, FACILITATOR TERESA MAIOLO

AND GUEST SPEAKER MELANEY RYAN. ONLINE CHAT

ADMINISTRATOR BEN SUDA IS IN THE BACKGROUND

A
1
B
D
M
A

LIZ GUIDERA AND MINISTER
SHEILA McHALE AT THE
WARM WINTER GATHERING
JULY 2001

ABOVE: EDITION 1 SPRING 1996 TIME FRAME -
TRAINER ANGELA SMITH FROM WAGIN WITH

TIME FRAME WINNER OF THE PERTH CUP.

RIGHT: EDITION 3 WINTER 1997 RULING THE
REEF - JANE LIDDON WAS THE LAST OF THE

FEMALE SKIPPERS AT THE ABROLHOS ISLANDS 

EDITION 5 AUTUMN
1998 LIZZIE'S PICKLES -
LIZ MAHONEY'S STORY
OF BUILDING A
SUCCESSFUL PICKLES
BUSINESS IN BALINGUP

EDITION 6 SPRING 1998
ME AND MY
DUMPTRUCK - GENNA
MCNAMARA FROM
GERALDTON WITH HER
50 TONNE DUMPTRUCK

EDITION 12 WINTER 2000 THE ONLINE FAMILY - BETTY

MICHELL FROM GERALDTON HEART'S SANK WHEN SHE

FIRST SAW A COMPUTER, A CHRISTMAS PRESENT FROM

SON BARRY, A FOUNDER OF WESTNET INTERNET

SERVICE PROVIDERS

EDITION 13 SPRING 2000
DOODLAKINE DREAMING -
CHRISTINE CHANDLER
PRODUCES BRIDAL AND
SPECIALITY HEADWEAR AND
TIARAS IN HER
REFURBISHED FARMHOUSE
SHOP AT DOODLAKINE

EDITION 19 AUTUMN 2002 THE

CHERRY PICKER - AS THE VICTIM

SLEEPS, SILVER CHAIN REMOTE

AREA NURSE ANN SMITH FROM

EUCLA TAKES THE OPPORTUNITY

TO REST IN HER VIGIL INSIDE
THE CRUSHED PRIME MOVER
UNTIL HELP ARRIVES.

EDITION 25 SPRING 2003 ONLINE

FORUM - IT IS WITH LOVE. BEV
TAYLOR SHARED HER STORY ON

ORGAN DONATION FROM THE
TAMBELLUP TELECENTRE
SUPPORTED BY TRACEY KING
AND GEORGINA TAYLOR

I mages of
RRR



10 YEARS ON

ABOVE: REFERENCE GROUP 1997
BACK ROW: KERRY DRAKE BROCKMAN (OWP), LIZ GUIDERA, 
ALLISON WOODMAN, TANYA PANNELL, SISTER PAT RHATIGAN
FRONT: ANNETTE SELLARS, MAREE ARANSON, FELICITY PATERSON,
BEVERLY GILBERT, JILL WILSON, MARG AGNEW
ABSENT: SHEENA COLLINS, COLLEEN HENRY, MARK METTERINK JONES

LEFT: RRR REFERENCE GROUP 2006
BACK ROW: SABRINA DOWLING GIUDICI, CHRISTINE THOMPSON
(COORDINATOR), RAELENE HALL, BRENDA TILBROOK, 
ELIZA THOMAS, GILLIAN SELLAR, TONI HOYLE, WENDY NEWMAN,
ADRIANNE YZERMAN, KATH MENCK, MILLIE FERGUSON. 
FRONT ROW: GEMMA RAFFERTY, MICHELE PUCCI, PRUE JENKINS,
DONNA FAHIE AND ROSA LINCOLN (CHAIR).

AT THE RRR NETWORK
LAUNCH IN AUGUST 1996
ARE THE THEN DEPUTY
PREMIER HENDY COWAN
WITH MARG AGNEW
(CHAIR OF THE RRR
NETWORK) AND KATE
DANIELS (INAUGURAL
COORDINATOR OF THE
RRR NETWORK)

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD MINISTER KIM CHANCE AND

RRR CHAIR NIKKI EGGINTON AT THE RIRDC RURAL

WOMENS AWARD 2004

AT THE RRR NETWORK LAUNCH IN AUGUST

1996 ARE MINISTERIAL ADVISOR KERRINE

BLENKINSOP (NEE LYNCH), COLLEEN HENRY

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND TRADE,

MAREE ARANSON (RRR REFERENCE GROUP)

AND MINISTERIAL ADVISOR LEE MACKIN.

LAUNCH OF THE NEW INTERACTIVE WEBSITE AUGUST 2005 –

AT THE LAUNCH WERE REFERENCE GROUP MEMBERS

ADRIANNE YZERMAN AND ROSA LINCOLN, RRR COORDINATOR

CHRISTINE THOMPSON, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD WA IAN LONGSON,

AND WENDY NEWMAN

EDITION 7 SUMMER
1998 AN INTERVIEW
WITH MEG HOWE OF
NORTHAM - MEG
HOWE WITH HER
SON LUTHER, 3

EDITION 18 SUMMER 2001
PEOPLESCAPE - LIZ GUIDERA AND

DAUGHTER MEG FLUGGE WITH THE

PEOPLESCAPE IMAGE THEY MADE

TO NATIONALLY ACKNOWLEDGE

RRR FOUNDER MARG AGNEW. 

BELOW: EDITION 24 WINTER 2003 FROM THE HEART OF TEXAS TO THE
HEART OF THE PILBARA - ROBYN PENSINI WITH HER SONS FRASER,
LAWSON AND GAVIN ON WYLOO STATION EAST OF PORT HEDLAND

EDITION 24 WINTER 2003 WAIT-JEN TRAIL. PRESENT AT THE

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE WAIT-JEN TRAIL WERE FROM

LEFT: BACK - NOEL NANNUP, GREG WINMAR, JOE NORTHOVER,

TERRY (KOODAH) CORNWALL, PETER JEFF, CHARLIE WILLIAMS.

FRONT - PAM WILLIAMS, MINISTER JUDY EDWARDS, WILMA

WILLIAMS, ANGUS WALLAM, DOROTHY WINMAR, NOVA PERIS

AND DAUGHTER DESTINY.

NE
V
ON

EDITION 26 SUMMER 2003 DEADLY DIVAS.

STUDENTS FROM CARNARVON HIGH SCHOOL

CELEBRATE DEADLY DIVAS DAY

EDITION 26 SUMMER 2003
LIVING THE DREAM AT
NOOKANBAH - CHARLENE
WITH NITA COX PLANNING THE
PROGRESS OF NOOKANBAH
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY

EDITION 35 SUMMER 2005
CELBRATING WOMEN’S
HEALTH AMILIA BOSTOCK
WITH HER SON THOMAS
AND SIAN WHITFIELD WITH
DAUGHTER SOPHIE

EDITION 33 SPRING 2005 SAY
IT LOUDLY. HEARING WOMEN'S
VOICES – NORAZIZH RITCHIE,
NUREL TAYLOR, JENITA
TAYLOR MUHANI TAYLOR
(DRESSED IN A TRADITION
MALAY WEDDING GOWN)
WERE AMONG 120 WOMEN
WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE
WOMEN ON MOVE SEMINAR 
IN KATANNING.
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COMMUNITY

The Pilbara Black Rock Stakes (annual wheelbarrow race from Pub to Port which sees teams
pushing a wheelbarrow of iron ore over a distance of 120km) has recently held its 36th race
and teams participating raised the record amount of $68 384. No small feat for eleven teams
with competitors ranging from primary school kids to the “veteran” age groups.

The longevity of the event has not been without its ups and downs and hurdles to overcome.
Rising insurance costs nearly saw the end of it in 2003 but fortunately extra sponsorship was
found, after which, in 2004 the local Council became the events Governing Body to avoid
astronomical insurance fees of up to $14 000 for only two days. This meant the event
became unincorporated and run totally under Council with a” working group” doing the
organising. With the introduction of lower insurance premiums through MIBS for local

community events, 2006 saw the re-
incorporation of the event and a new
committee was formed.

Coordinating the event has changed over
the years with permits from various
organisations required, aspects of the
event having to be altered to fit in with
new/changing legislations which have
restricted or totally ruled out some
aspects of the event. The determination
of the Committee to see the event
continue is driven by the ongoing benefit
to the local community and the good

working relationships that have been built and fostered over the years with various departments
to accommodate and work with new rules and regulations, all relating to road safety.

With the emphasis of the race being on risk management and safety for all participants a
major change in the focus of the race has taken place. The race has been changed from
being against the clock to being a fun event with fun, and fundraising, the foremost aims.
After all, the entire event is about fundraising and all monies raised are distributed to local
not-for- profit organisations.

It is expected, and hoped, that the Pilbara Black Rock Stakes will continue in the near future
although it may need to be adapted with more new legislation being introduced relating to
road safety, but given the hurdles the event has overcome to get to its 36th race, the
organisers are keen and committed to ensuring the continuation of this unique Pilbara event.
http://www.blackrockstakes.pilbara.net.au/

A Barrow of Laughs
By Sonja Gobel

Edition 11 Autumn 2000

In Autumn 2000 edition, the Network News featured the Pilbara Black Rock Stakes, a
community event which has now been up and running for 36 years. Sonja Gobel reports on the
survival of this annual wheelbarrow race and continuing issues with risk management and
safety, issues facing many community events.

PORT HEDLAND

RACING AT WHIM CREEK
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The determination of the
Committee to see the
event continue is driven
by the ongoing benefit to
the local community...
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TRAINING

By Neroli Carlton

In our Winter edition of 2005,
RRR featured the brave women
on Tenterden and the DVD that
was produced to assist other
communities to be aware of the
risks of fire and be prepared for
the worst. In 2006, FESA held
their highly successful inaugural
Bushfire Training for Women in
Bridgetown. Neroli Carlton from
the Bridgetown Family and
Community Centre tells her story.

I squinted my eyes against
blasting gusts of dusty, brittle-
dry heat, searching through
tree tops which roared in
protest, tearing impulsively this

way and that. Knowing that on this Boxing Day 2003 in
Bridgetown, one slip of man or nature would create
Þre havoc I forced myself to prepare for the worst.

The phone rang. My husband looked at me, nodded in
reply to my anxiety, donned his uniform, gathered his
gear and left. I was alone to care for our 7 acre property,
alpacas, horses, chooks and dog. I wished I had a
better understanding of Þre Þghting. What if the power
went out, the phones went dead. What if I panicked!

Smoke spread across the sky screening the sun
eclipse-like, darkening the following days. An orange
red glow spotlighted the Þre fronts where our nine
local bush Þre brigades, FESA and CALM battled
night and day to protect lives, property and animals.
Some homes, outbuildings, yards and fences and
sadly many animals were lost.

This was not an isolated disaster. At the same time
across the South West many Þres were being fought,
including the Tenterdon Þre where tragically lives were 

lost. Each community gathered to
support their members.
Our community held a debrieÞng
meeting where questions were
answered and suggestions were
noted. Money was raised to assist
those affected. In Tenterdon, 
Þve women recorded their story
onto DVD. This came into the
possession of the Bridgetown Family and Community
Centre where I work as coordinator.

ÔThe Fires of TenterdenÕ DVD produced by FESA along
with the ÒStay or GoÓ booklets revealed to Centre
members how vulnerable women in rural Australia are
during bush Þre season. Unlike their partners, they are
generally unfamiliar with Þre Þghting equipment and
have no training or uniforms, but are left to defend
their family, home and animals often in isolation on
small landholdings. The women were keen to learn
defensive bush Þre training, and so Bush Fire Training
for Women was born.

Twenty seven women of all ages attended the Þrst of
two sessions, organised by the Centre and run by
Mark Kestel of FESA. A survey showed the success of
the training was due to it being geared to what the
women wanted to learn, ÒdefensiveÓ bush Þre Þghting
with plenty of hands on training in a women only
environment along with the availability of cr•che facilities.

Twelve participants have been so ÒÞred upÓ by the
training that they have formed two womenÕs teams for
the inaugural Bush Fire Fighting Games to be held in
Bridgetown on 7 October this year. Further training will
be offered by the Centre in conjunction with FESA and
our local Bush Fire Brigades. Contact the Centre on
9761 2139 or email btcommunityc@westnet.com.au
for more information. We recommend this course to
women in all rural communities.

BRIDGETOWN

All fired up!

PRACTISING FIRE FIGHTING
TECHNIQUES AT

BRIDGETOWN WORKSHOP
(TOP AND BELOW)
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RECREATION

By Adrianne Yzerman

Edition 28 Autumn 2004

In Autumn 2004 we featured three women
who were very much involved in the fishing
industry. Jeni Lerch, Sara Hennessey and
Tracey Rushford came together in a bid to
fish the Broome Billfish Tournament. Over
time their popularity surged to a point where
they were getting invites to various fishing
and boating shows around Australia. They even
developed their own range of clothing and
fishing accessories for women.

RRR’s Adrianne Yzerman contacted Jeni Lerch
for the Reel Girls update:

How have all your fishing interests developed
since 2004?
Tracey now runs a fishing charter operation
with her partner Ross Newton in Broome.
They do trips out to the Rowley Shoals, the
Kimberley and Scott Reef during winter and
down to Exmouth during summer. Sara is
still in Broome and is now the President of
the Broome Fishing Club. She is still involved
with fishing and is also on the local and state
Recreational Fishing Advisory Committee
(RFAC), which advises the government on
recreational fishing issues. I now own and
manage the Tackle World Shop in Exmouth
with my partner Matt Gates. I am also the 

Vice President of the Exmouth Game Fishing
Club and am also on the local and state RFAC.

What have you learned since 2004 in a
personal sense as well as fishing?
Life is too short to work too hard. I lost my
sister to skin cancer and she was only 40
years old with two young daughters. As a
result I now heavily promote being sun-safe.

We all really enjoy teaching others more
about fishing and in particular, fishing for the
future. Instead of fishing together as a team,
we now fish in separate teams to teach and
learn from others.

What’s been your greatest success to date?
Doing well as a team during the Gamex
Tournament. We tagged and released four
marlin and two were our personal bests with
250kg and 230kg.

What are some of the best things that have
happened since the article was first written?
As a team, still being in touch with each other
and teaching others. Individually,-Tracey with
her business, Sara settling down and buying
a house in Broome, and me with my business.

What are your future plans?
To encourage women and children to get
involved in recreational fishing, to encourage
people to fish for the future, to keep sun-safe
and to keep having fun.

EXMOUTH

REEL GIRLS, JENI LERCH,
SARA HENNESSEY AND
TRACEY RUSHFORD IN 2004

Reel Girls Revisited

Carer Respite

Are you a carer and need a break?
Short term and emergency 
respite are offered to people 
who care for someone with a 
disability, frailty or life limiting 
illness to provide a break.

Here are some examples of 
how we can give you a break...
€ In-home respite
€ Residential respite
€ Emergency respite
€ Short term help

For more information call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Freecall 1800 059 059
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YOUTH

BUNBURY

Although having no business
experience, her accountant has
set her in the right direction. Jaime
started out by working from home
with a small client base however,
after a rigorous marketing strategy
her client base has expanded and
she has since moved to a retail
outlet close to central Albany.

Jaime regularly makes use of trade
fairs for publicity and has also
arranged the publishing of a full
colour catalogue outlining the items
she has available for sale. Most of

these items are also
stocked at her shop.
Jaime now sends these
catalogues both
physically and
electronically all over WA.

In addition, she can also
develop other customised
products including vehicle
modiÞcations through Albany
Engineering. In the shop she
stocks bathroom accessories,
electric and manual wheelchairs,
scooters, walking frames through

to smaller items such as
incontinence pads. Jaime has
great product knowledge, good
customer service skills which she
believes is what puts her in good
stead for the running of her
successful unique business.

Successfully Able
In our Winter 2004 edition, Network News featured an article on Jaime Wilson who started her
own business Is-Abled. Jaime was born with Cerebral Palsy and as such realised the
opportunity to start a business specialising in custom made devices for people living with a
disability to enable them to become more independent. As well as her own experiences, Jaime
has prior knowledge of people’s mobility problems through her work with an orthotics specialist.

ALBANY

JAIME WILSON

A Long Way in a Short Time
By Raelene Hall

Edition 30 Summer 2004

Lauren Brede has come a long way since being
featured in the RRR Network News following her win
at the WA Music Song of the Year Award in October
of that year.

If you’d told Lauren that in
less than two years she
would be singing
alongside Sara Storer or
playing in Tamworth at the
Country Music Festival she
probably would have
laughed at you. Now she
just can’t stop smiling
because it is all reality.

Following her win at the WAM award
Lauren recorded an EP (extended
play single) with four songs on it,
one of which is the title track of the
album’ ‘Take Time’, Lauren sells the
EP at any opportunity and is very
happy with its sales. It was her first
time in a professional studio with
musicians and Lauren loved every
minute of it.

In 2005 Lauren won the WA heat of
the Telstra’s ‘Road to Tamworth’
competition, a nationwide talent
contest with the finals being held at
the Tamworth Country Music
Festival in January. Whilst Lauren
didn’t win in Tamworth just being
there was an amazing experience
and one of the absolute highlights
was being complimented on her
songs by Kasey Chambers.

Now living in Bunbury Lauren is
working full time before heading off
to University next year to study
Animal science –genetics and
breeding – a long term interest of
hers. As well as working full time
Lauren plays at various venues
around Bunbury and recently had 

the thrill of playing as a support
artist for Sara Storer.

Whilst Lauren is committed to her
educational future, at present her
ultimate aim is to make music and
song writing her number one career.

Lauren’s EP is available for $10 by
writing to Lauren Brede at 17
Leeward Road Leschenault 6233.
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National Gynaecological
Awareness Day

“The Great Gynae Day Out” 
Sunday, 10 September, 2006

A celebration and information day 
for everyone.

It could be your mother, your grandmother, your
daughter, sister, cousin, aunt or friend – it’s very
likely that someone close to you has been
affected by a gynaecological condition, whether
it is vulva cancer, endometriosis, cervical cancer
or polycystic ovaries.

On Sunday 10 September the Gynaecological
Awareness Information Network (GAIN) Inc will
be holding their fifth National Gynaecological
Awareness Day – The Great Gynae Day Out.

“This year we intend to go one step further by
bringing research, fact and real life case studies
together to promote the awareness through our
key message ‘Beyond the Research’, more than
just the diagnosis”, says GAIN chairperson,
Natalie Jenkins. GAIN Inc is a not for profit
organisation driving awareness and education on
the importance of gynaecological health.

The event will be held at the Hyatt Regency
Perth from 10am – 4pm and will involve
information sessions with respected
gynaecological and health providers, dance
workshops with She Moves and Kismet Tribe,
entertainment by Ngoma African dance &
drumming group, natural therapies – essential
oils, reiki, massage and reflexology, henna
tattooing, African braiding, displays and real life
stories told using interactive theatre with Perth
Playback Theatre Company.

National Gynaecological Awareness Day 2006 
is sponsored by GlaxoSmithKline, The West
Australian, Hyatt Regency Perth, Cancer Council
Western Australia.

Bookings are Essential: BOCS Ticketing 
9484 1133 or www.bocsticketing.com.au

For more information about GAIN Inc visit
www.gynsupport.com
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Congratulations to the RRR Network
I received Network News yesterday – and am so disappointed
that I am unable to make the reunion on Friday 25th August
– unfortunately we fly overseas that morning!!

I recall when Marg Agnew first wrote to the then Deputy
Premier, and Minister for Regional Development, Hendy
Cowan, (who I worked for as an Advisor, ) with a copy of the
first newsletter she had put together herself, with limited
funding from some Esperance businesses and possibly other
sources. She had this great concept – and needed some
support. Needless to say, Marg was persistent…and so was I.
Together we managed to put a proposal to Hendy, and also
roped in Monty House, then Minister for Agriculture, through
his Advisor, Kerrine Lynch.

It took a lot of work – between a working party comprising
Kerrine and I, and members of the Department of Commerce
and Trade and Department of Agriculture and of course the
Ministers – but the project eventually got off the ground!!

I recall the launch quite clearly, and am very proud of the fact
that 10 years down the track RRR is still going – and hasn’t
lost direction along the way. Marg Agnew deserves so much
credit for what she did – and continues to do, for rural
communities.

I sincerely hope that all at the reunion have a wonderful time
– I so much wish I could be there!

Regards
Lee Mackin

2006 Shire of Waroona Banner
The Waroona Youth Advisory Council(YAC) was asked by
Councillor Chris Germaine if they would like to do the banner
this year for Local Government Week. The members accepted
the challenge and enlisted local artist Vickie Anderson to

assist them with co-ordination of the design
for the banner – once they had come up with
many ideas of what makes Waroona unique.
The Harbor family kindly offered donated the
use of there shed for the banner to be
housed while the art project commenced.

A total of seven YAC members – aged from
13 – 18 years contributed their talents and
time to turn the bare canvas into a work of
ART with two members staying with the
project from start to finish – Billy Harbour and
Robert Lindsay. The project took a total of

approx seven days, under coating (to begin the work) and at
the finish sealing to protect the art work. The banner is now
proudly hanging in St Georges’ Tce along with other banners
on display for Local Government Week.

A lot of positive feed back has been received, including from
the Shire of Waroona who seem impressed with our banner.
We are now “crossing our fingers” to see if we receive a prize.

Vickie Anderson

NGOMA AFRICAN DANCE AND DRUMMING GROUP
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RIRDC AWARDS

A key event hosted by the RRR Network each year is
the RIRDC Rural Women’s Award. This year there
was a reunion in Canberra of all previous winners
and runners up concluding with the
announcement of the inaugural national winner.

To celebrate all the achievements of these
innovative women, RIRDC has followed up with all

these women and published their successes in
‘Winning Women. Just scratching the surface’. This

publication provides personal insights into the trials and tribulations,
career paths and personal development of all the recipients of the
award in the first six years from throughout Australia.

Perhaps their stories will inspire you too to take the opportunity to
make a difference, to yourself and to rural Australia.

Now is your chance with the launch of the
RIRDC Rural Women’s Award 2007.

The Award supports women with a strong and positive vision for the
future of rural Australia and provides them with an exciting
opportunity to develop their skills and make a difference.

The Award is open to all women involved in agriculture, including
forestry and fisheries, natural resource management and related
service industries.

The Award, now in its eighth year, will provide a Bursary
of $10,000 for each of the seven State and Territory

winners and the opportunity to be in the running for the
Australian RIRDC Rural Women’s Award.

An initiative of the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation in
partnership with the Federal and State governments, the Award also provides
the opportunity for all State and Territory winners and runners up to attend
the prestigious Australian Institute of Company Directors Course in Canberra
in early 2007.

Applications are being received for a period of eleven weeks and close on
World Rural Women’s Day, 15 October 2006. Application forms are available
from Christine Thompson at the Department of Agriculture and Food WA,
ABC Regional Radio Stations or can be downloaded from
www.ruralwomensaward.gov.au or go to the link on the RRR website
www.rrr.wa.gov.au.

For more information and assistance to complete your application contact
Christine Thompson Ph: (08) 9861 2022 or cthompson@agric.wa.gov.au

Copies of the book ‘Winning Women’ can be obtained by contacting Edwina
Clowes on 0417 727 544 or clowesedwina@bigpond.com

RIRDC Women’s Award 2007
Winning Women
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Strength From Adversity
Jo Sharp – Knitwear Designer
By Adrianne Yzerman

Edition 2 Autumn 1997 

Nine years ago Network News featured Jo Sharp, a knit wear designer from Albany. 
Several years before starting her own knitwear business she owned a successful restaurant
in Albany. Although she enjoyed the business, it soon became too demanding on family life.
A passion for colour and design led Jo to eventually become a yarn manufacturer. After a
few set backs a successful relationship was then formed with Coates Patons Crafts. 
This enabled her product to infiltrate the Australian market immensely. RRR’s Adrianne
Yzerman caught up with Jo to discuss how her business has developed since then.

How has your business developed since the first
story? 
Our company today is rocking and rolling! Since our early
beginnings with just one wool yarn and 40 Australian
stockists, we now have a full range of luxury yarns including
merino wool, silk, cashmere, alpaca, cottons and kid mohair.
We have also expanded our market to include over 400
stockists in the USA and more than 100 stores in Australia
and NZ. Our studio has of course increased both in size and

personnel. We publish two magazines each year (winter and
spring/summer) which are distributed widely though out
newsagents and yarn stores in Australia and in the US. The
lifestyle imagery of our books together with our unique
colour palettes give us an edge in the market both in
Australia and in the US. My role in the business has evolved
since those early days from one-man-band to managing and
creative director working with a small family of very creative
people. I say family, because we have grown very slowly as a
company, and although I work with employees, it feels like
family. I love my job.

What have you learned since then in a personal sense as well as business? 
I don't know how much I have learned, but I keep trying. I guess I have proven to myself
that it’s a powerful thing to ask for help from qualified and creative professionals. I am
more careful these days about where I put my energy in terms of the company and our
marketing direction, I need to keep a very strict focus on the task at hand in order to
produce quality with strong direction rather than quantity. I have learned to pace myself –
now that I have that luxury!

What made you decide to base the business in the metro area?
Fremantle is a sunny positive relaxed place that I felt drawn to after living in Albany for 
20 plus years. As beautiful as Albany is, I felt I was ready for a change of scenery. I came
home from a brief stay in Fremantle to my Albany home one day in 2001 and it struck me
that it was time to leave, it no longer felt like home. It was that simple. Within 10 days 
I had found a new home and in the year that followed the studio and employees were
gradually moved to Fremantle to join me. Our studio space in Fremantle is really a
wonderful working environment that feels very connected to the Fremantle vibe. It’s been
a very good move for us because it’s given us access to more creative talent.W
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FREMANTLE

“...although I work with employees, 
it feels like family.I love my job.”
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What has been your greatest success to date?
I just came back from a tour of stores in the US where I
presented a mini workshop to knitters and held book
signings in 20 stores across a dozen states, east and
west. I also met many of my retail customers at a major
yarn show in Indianapolis. The tour gave me the very
strong impression that I have a long-standing and loyal
following in that market. It gave me a sense that the
direction we have taken fits very well with the American
aesthetic and ethos, we fit in well and we are loved. Our
new distributor in the US (my third) is a wonderful well
established company who are also very well regarded by
the retail stores they sell to - so together we are a great
team. I feel like we have the opportunity to go a long way
with this winning combination.

What are some of the best things that have
happened since the article was first written?
Expanding our yarn collections and beginning to work
with a variety of mills in Italy and other parts of the
world. This has been a very creative and exciting phase
of development and I'm glad it happened. I’m glad we
took the plunge and added yarns to our original range.
Also taking on other creative talent to work on the
garment collections and photography has improved our
product and provided a lot of enjoyment for me.

What are some of the worst things that have
happened since the article was first written? 
Well, the catalyst (in 2001) for inspiring me to expand our
single yarn collection was a new distributor in the US who
encouraged me to expand and introduced me to some
wonderful yarn makers in Europe. However, this was also
the worst thing that has happened to date because this
particular distributor was somewhat unscrupulous and
refused to pay us a reasonable amount of margin for our
products. When finally (after 2 years) I refused to
continue sending new collections to the distributor, we
were dropped and a large debt was left unpaid to us.
This nearly sent us broke. That was a very scary thing to
happen. It was a very steep learning curve, but we
survived and became stronger as a result. So it was both
the best and the worst thing that happened.

What are your future plans?
I plan to enjoy my life to the max, which will involve lots
of travel associated with my work. I particularly enjoy
work related travel because I meet lots of interesting
people with similar interests - and different interests as
well. I would like to see the company continue to grow
steadily, with its employees who are very much part of my
future. Personally, I am always trying to replace myself
within the company so that I am free to explore other
opportunities and I feel I have that ahead of me now. 

PHOTO: JO SHARP (1997)

Within 10 days I had found a new
home and in the year that
followed the studio and
employees were gradually moved
to Fremantle to join me. Our
studio space in Fremantle is really
a wonderful working environment
that feels very connected to the
Fremantle vibe.



22 NETWORK NEWS SPRING 06

FEATURE

By Felicity Brown

Edition 7 Summer 1998

In early 1997, Felicity Brown heard about the Outback Air Race – a fundraising venture for
the Royal Flying Doctor Service. At the time, she couldn’t fly, didn’t know anyone who could
fly, and didn’t know how to go about hiring a light aircraft.

But given the challenge that she couldn’t do it, Felicity took up the challenge and had her
first flying lesson in October 1997 getting her private pilot’s licence two weeks before the
air race started in August 1998. Along the way, she recruited two friends to join her –
Cynthia Anderson, a computer programmer born and raised at Kojonup, and Anna Lockyer,
a veterinary surgeon originally from Devon (England) and the rest is history with the Delilahs
of the Desert completing the race in their belly-dancing costumes.  Felicity tells RRR what
happened next.

In 2000, I entered the race again and this time my fellow Wild Women of the West were
Sue Ellen Shaw (then of Cranbrook), and Fiona "Fiz" Baker, of Essex (England).  This time,
the costumes were leopard print dresses with styrofoam ball necklaces.  The route started
in Bunbury before heading East across the Nullarbor and through northern South
Australia before the race ended in Adelaide.

By now, my man of the moment, Noel Schwarz of Ceduna, had decided that I was having
far too much fun and offered to come too.  So he learned to fly and then decided if you’re
going to do something properly, you’ve got to have all the tools.  So we bought a plane – a
Cessna 182 with the call sign Bravo Kilo Whisky.

This meant, that for the third air race, we went as The Marshalls,
with stars and six guns.  

About this time, my daughter and I crossed the Big Paddock to Ceduna to join Noel at
Chinta Farms.  In this part of the world, it is quite common for men in their mid to late
20’s to buy out their parents from the farm, and then for their fathers to be on a wage or
crop share by about the age of 50-ish.

Like many others, Noel’s parents had moved off farm about 15 years earlier.  As part of
the deal, Noel had built them a fully furnished house in town so when they moved they
left behind all their belongings except their clothes.

THE DELILAH’S OF THE DESERT (TAKEN IN 1998)

CEDUNA,  SA
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Before I could really move in, we
had to finish moving the rest of the
family’s possessions out.  I parked
the front end loader at the garden
gate, while Noel did an excellent
impersonation of a hockey goalie in
fielding the possessions that went
flying past. 

And, yes, you know you’re living with
a farmer when you open the bedside
cabinet in the master bedroom and
discover machinery manuals (at
least they were for machinery that
was currently owned).

Next was to find a job, so it was a
return to my first trade of journalism
and writing articles on rural and
community affairs. I was privileged
to photograph an Andalusian
wedding that took place on the
beach in Ceduna during the Eclipse
in 2002, photograph the Southern
Right Whales (up to 120 of them, at
times) that gather during the winter
months in the Head of Bight,
photograph a ship that missed the
channel in the Port of Thevenard,
and write about sheep sales,
agricultural shows, clearing sales,

droughts and flooding rains.

Just to keep out of mischief, I also
studied for and gained my
commercial pilot’s licence – seven
theory exams and a fairly strict
practical component - and took on a
part-time job organising the annual
Oysterfest, held every (SA) October
long weekend. This event attracts
about 7500 people to our West Coast
community, to consume 2200 dozen
oysters that are grown locally, sip
South Australian wines and enjoy free
entertainment for the whole family.

In January, 2004, we welcomed the
safe arrival of Adam and Kari – two
days after their birth I passed my
commercial air law exam, and the
day after we enjoyed centre stage
seats to Mamma Mia.  My doctor
said if the twins arrived early, she
knew where she could lay her
hands on some pretty good seats to
a great show!

In the meantime, the aviation bug
was still biting so we decided that
as we owned a plane we might as
well put it to work. At first, we
worked under another company’s
commercial licence  but the

paperwork was endless and
convoluted so we chose to apply for
our own air operator’s certificate
(the Civil Aviation Safety Authority’s
licence to fly for payment).

But rather than just do charter
flights, mainly for mining companies
or government departments dealing
with Aboriginal communities inland,
we also developed a tourism
business and began offering three
and four day tours of South and
Central Australia by light aircraft.

This meant setting up contacts with
reputable ground operators who
offered tours that were out of the
ordinary and then learning all the
ropes of the tourism game (but as a
provider rather than a consumer).
Our most recent step is to become

a licenced travel agency, to allow us
to book and sell other people’s tours
and accommodation, while still
doing the flying ourselves.

The majority of our tourism
business are international travellers,
mainly from Europe and the UK,
who have been to Australia at least
once before and have seen the
Reef, the Rock and the Bridge, but
now want to see ‘the real Australia’
but in relative comfort, and in a
relatively short amount of time.

I am not the only one to have
dramatic changes in my life.

Cynthia, an original Delilah, survived
cancer and now works as a Project
Manager on multi-million dollar
projects in Canberra for various
Federal Government departments.

Her fellow Delilah, Anna, now Dr
Anna Erickson, is married with two
daughters and balances
motherhood with a lifestyle block at
Narrogin and her career as a vet.

Sue-Ellen Shaw, a Wild Woman, has
moved from Cranbrook and is now
the Agribusiness Sheep Updates
Convenor for the Department of
Agriculture and Food in Albany.

Fiona (Fiz) Baker, returned home to
England before deciding she needed
to scratch her itchy feet.  Fiz worked
in New Zealand in hospitality before
meeting the man of her dreams,
travelling around Australia with him,
and accepting his marriage proposal
on a moonlit Asian beach on the
way home to England.

All can still be tempted by a phone
call that begins "Hey, I’ve just heard
about this great party –we’ve got to
go! Are you in?"

The Outback Air Race still
continues as a fundraising venture
for the Royal Flying Doctor Service,
with previous races raising about
$870 000.  The most recent race
starts in late August of this year.
Please give generously.

Chinta Tours www.chinta.com.au

Outback Air Race
www.outbackairrace.com.au

Our most recent step is to become a licenced travel
agency, to allow us to book and sell other people’s tours

and accommodation, while still doing the flying ourselves.
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My view
Tallering Peak, north of Mullewa. 
Photo by Julie Weir, Geraldton

To receive your free subscription to Network News or advise changes to your contact details please 
complete this form and return to: RRR Network, Department of Agriculture, 10 Dore Street, Katanning, WA 6317
or fax: (08) 9821 3334 or email carsmith@agric.wa.gov.au

First Name Surname

Phone/Mobile Fax

Address

Town Postcode

Email

The RRR Network also has a free email group. To join please tick box 
www.rrr.wa.gov.au

Send us your photo!
Network News would love to print your colour
and black & white photographs of WA.

Please send prints to:
Network News
RRR Network
PO Box 311, Wagin, WA 6315.
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